
August 30, 2022

49 E 2nd Ave

Attn: Durango City Council & Staff

Durango, CO, 81301

Durango City Council and City of Durango officials,

We the undersigned citizens and business owners of Durango call upon the City of Durango to

take immediate emergency action to support those who will be displaced by the September

30th closure of the Purple Cliffs homeless encampment on La Posta Road.

At this time, the city has not communicated its plans for addressing the challenging situation that

will be created when 100+ individuals are forced to move due to this closure. Many residents of

Purple Cliffs have reported via the recent Unhoused Count & Survey that they intend to relocate

to the streets of Durango once the camp closes. With over two months of notice now lapsed,

and after the receipt of multiple proposals for action, the City of Durango remains silent.

If these unhoused residents are not offered a place to go, this mass migration event will be

harmful and highly disruptive to businesses, neighborhoods, schools, and other community

amenities. It is also a dangerous situation for the unhoused who are being forced to relocate.

Over the past several years, Durango has been presented with solutions and willing partners

including an opportunity for a managed camp on their site at Elkview. Purple Cliffs was always

meant to be a temporary situation until the city could designate an alternative location and/or

alternative programming. The city’s lack of action has forced the county’s hand, leading to the

closure of Purple Cliffs, which has become dangerous and unmanageable.

In light of the above, we are calling on the city to immediately implement the following solutions

to address the short-term needs of those who will be displaced upon the closure of Purple Cliffs:

● Amend the city’s camping ordinance, which currently requires campers to pack up their

belongings every morning, and replace it with an ordinance that allows for designated



camping areas with access to portable toilets and garbage services while more formal

programs can be developed and implemented over the next six months.

● Work with the county to Identify and establish at least one safe parking area near

existing services where those living out of their vehicles may legally park overnight. This

area should have basic amenities including portable toilets and garbage receptacles.

In the meantime, we implore the city and county to continue to work on long-term solutions for

homelessness, including more robust services, more below-market housing opportunities, and a

managed homeless camp. The state is preparing to release funding opportunities this fall ($105

million in total) and this is an ideal time for the city to be proactive by identifying solutions that

can be partially funded by the state.

In the absence of immediate emergency action, Durango stands to see a substantial increase in

the number of unhoused living on the streets. If this occurs, everyone in the community will

suffer. Additionally, given the imminent arrival of winter weather, inaction on the part of the city is

very likely to result in loss of life due to exposure to the elements. Finally, the city has been in

violation of basic human rights in the past for not designating places for people to rest and

sleep. Without a plan, the city is risking a potential lawsuit from the ACLU.

For the benefit of everyone who calls Durango home, housed and unhoused alike, we are

imploring our elected officials to rise to the occasion and begin treating this situation like the

emergency that it is.

Signed,

Ronald Matson (81301)

Sailor Kabeary (81301)

Cynthia Roebuck (81301)

Riley Swett (81301)

Mia Rodri (81301)

Syd Summers (81301)

Gracie Walston (81301)

Karen Whitson (81301)

Carin Cleveland (81301)



Keely Doherty (81301)

Madison Medcalf (81301)

Katj Freeburn (81301)

Emilie Monson, Project Moxie (81301)

KJ Todd, (81301)

Sarah Brophy (81301)

Rhiannon Webb (87015)

Ali Don't (81301)

Donna Mae Baukat, Community Compassion Outreach (81301)

Olivia Johnson (81301)

Judie Stewart (81301)

Carolyn Hunter (81301)

Michael Todt (81301)

Janet Williams, St. Mark's Episcopal Church (81301)

Loretta Meushaw, Volunteer Outreach Worker (81301)

Carroll Groeger (81301)

Kathleen Monson (81301)

Amy Thomas, Community Compassion Outreach (81301)

Matt Lynn, Project Moxie (80012)

Caitlin Tuthill (81303)

Michelle Mouw (81301)

Lauren Glass (81301)

Barbara Elliott (81301)

Harrison Wendt (81301)

Tatiana Armstrong (81301)

Joel Berdie (81301)

Grace Lasota (81301)

Emily Malkin (81301)

Isabel Moroney (81301)

Isabelle Bartholomew (81301)

Laurel Thompson (81301)

Ellie Ros (81301)

Hayley Kirkman (81301)

Emma Karsten (81301)



Savanna Shady (81301)

Elijah Valdez (87120)

Nick Benson (81301)

Reyna Tavena (81301)

Leigh Dickinson (81303)

Sophia Boggess (81301)

Elijah Carricaburu (81301)

Samuel Siddons (81301)

Connor Lewis (81301)

Gail Harriss, FLC Environmental Ctr, City of Durango, Good Food Collective, Indivisible (81301)

Zhaida Wilbanks (81301)

Rebecca Hix (81301)

Alexa Millan (81301)

Alyssa Adams (81301)

Maija Noyd (81301)

Karen Pontius (81301)

Kirby MacLaurin (81301)

Melanie Walker (80222)

Allison Smith (81301)

Jessica Anaruk (81301)

Caroline Williams (81301)

Debra Galbraith (81301)

Amy Lincoln (81301)

Cyo Nystrom (81301)

Alanna Weishel (81301)

Alanna Fairy (81301)

Arianna Sutti (81301)

Andrew Carroll (06415)

Sarah Alessandro (81301)

Grace Pickering (81301)

Spenser Snarr (81301)

Jennifer Lopez, Community Investment Alliance (81301)

Ramie West (81303)

Brady Snow (81301)



Alicia Romero (81301)

Hannah Smith (81301)

Kelsey Wright (03848)

Lexis Loeb (81301)

Charolette Gonzales (81301)

Marcie Bray (81301)

Ted Wright (81301)

Emily Ciszek (81301)

Robert Lieb (81301)

Billy Novak (81301)

Hallie Venaglia (81301)

Carol Tookey, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church (81301)

Jayne Griffith (81301)

Alyssa Rainbolt (81301)

Erin Syles (81301)

Bridget Foster, High Country Counseling, LLC (81301)

Donna Rheault, Neighbors in Need Alliance (81301)

Shannon Slinkey (87301)

Matt Karkut, Compañeros: Four Corners Immigrant Resource Center (81301)

John Gamble (81301)

Laurie Boyer (81301)

Marnie Roti (81301)

Nicholas Richardson (81301)

Wendolyne Omaña (81303)

Kristen Roessler (81301)

Mary Poillion (81301)

Jodie Miller (81301)

Kevin Chick, St. Columba Church (81301)

Janet DeFratus (81301)

Diane Wagenhals (81301)

Lucy Perry (81301)

Holly Woods, Emergence Institute (81301)

Kathleen Adams (81301)

Kevin Novack, St. Columba Church (81301)



Bonnie Simons, St. Columba Church (81301)

Leslie Jackson (81302)

Kai Hill (81303)

Bekah Kolbe (81301)

Eleanor Bolster (81301)

Riley Roessler (81301)

Christie Schler, Mercy Hospital (81301)

Dana Connor (81301)

Chris Braun, Durango Social Worker (81301)

Annie Ortiz, Saint Columba Church (81303)

Caitlin Morris (81301)

Kirsten Lootens (81301)

Jewel Garrick (81301)

Cliff Hutchins (81301)

Lea Osby (81301)

Matt Ferguson (81301)

Lucy McGuffey (81301)

Jack Layman (81301)

Hannah Whetstone (81301)

Vale Zins, La Plata County Department of Human Services (81301)

Kayden Cooper (81301)

Jaynee Fontecchio-Spradling, NINA and St. Columba Catholic Church member (81301)

Kathleen Shadell (81301)

Michael Todt (81301)

Tara Hoier (81301)

Betsy Morriss, Neighbors in Need Alliance (81301)

Chelsea Steck (81301)

Don Hessemer (81301)

Kathleen Wells (81301)

George Johnson (81301)

Bob Morriss (81301)

Rhea Johnson (81301)

Bruce & Suzanne Rodman (81301)

Lacey Enderle Tapp, SISU Incorporated (81301)



Donna Suggs (81301)

Barbara Bray (81301)

Rachel Landis, Good Food Collective (81301)

Michael Bray (81301)

Rebecca Logan (81122)

Jeff Sutherland, Durango Vineyard Church, Manna Board Member (81301)

Nija Gilman (81122)

Olivia Thomas, United Today, Stronger Tomorrow (81301)

James Sumrall (81301)

Marissa Hunt, Manna (81301)

Robert Bridges, UUFD (81122)

Kelsie Borland (81301)

Beth Reynolds (81301)

Abbi Pittman (81301)

Madalene Andoe-Leggett (81303)

Frances Hecht (81301)

Kelsey Bell, Southwest Center for Independence (81301)

Rev. Tim Orlowski, Christ The King Lutheran Church (81301)

Kate Robinson (81301)

Jessica Perino (81301)

Victor Lopez (81301)

Vicki Singer (81303)

Colby Wood, Woodnbark Construction LLC (81301)

Stefani Davidson, La Plata Youth Services (81301)

Melani Woodruff (81301)

Chelsea Woodruff (81301)

Tim Huey (81303)

Harrison Crum, Manna (81301)

Gaye Weiss (81122)

Shawn Dearey (81301)

Christina Bolt, Manna (81302)

Amanda Kuenzi (81301)

C. Marsh Bull (81302)

Cathy Schadt (81301)



Wendy Wolsleger (81301)

Bob Reynouard (81301)

Caroline Kinser, St Mark's Episcopal Church (81301)

Olivia Canadine (81303)

Mary Robins (81301)

Carla Hase (81301)

Wendy Allsbrook Javier, RIO Talent Search (81301)

Kay Neal (81301)

Tim LaFrance (81301)

Todd Rossignol (81301)

Edward Idar (81301)

Calley Hoffman (81301)

Barbara Rarick (81303)

Serenity Gladd (81301)

Sandhya Atkinson, Sagebrush Ltd. (81302)

Jean Van Sickle (81326)

Yvonne Miller (81301)

Thomas Whitsett (81301)

Nick Fiorito (81301)

Mona Hoffman (81301)

Collin Foster (81326)

Abigail Counter (60618)

Cynthia Enix (81301)

Michael Carpenter (81301)

Kyla Jenkinson (81137)

Laurie Roberts, Durango Friends Meeting (81122)

Lauren Gonzalez (81301)

Susan Dahl (81301)

Jessica Jameson (81301)

Mariah Powell (81301)

Melissa Sclafani (81301)

Regina Roark, Shampoo Durango, Inc. (81301)

Marilyn Leftwich, Basic Needs Committee Chair, Social Justice& Responsibility Team (81301)

Julie Frank (81301)



Ruth Micikas (81303)

Anne Marie Greenberg (81301)

Dezi McGee (81301)

Laura Haynes (80218)

Jennifer Wheeler (81423)

Alexandra Pluta (81211)

James Alexander, Saint Columba Church (81301)

Ayden Wolcott (81301)

Jan Newlin (81301)

Carole McWilliams (81122)

Judy Gerhardt (81301)

Julie Cooley (81301)

John Sumner (81301)

Kaitlyn Painter , Axis Health System (81301)

Kiana Chavez, Axis Health System (81301)

Molly Amann (81304)

Charlie Painter (99762)

Katherine Jones (81301)

Ken Schrang (81303)

Samantha Pham (81301)

Theresa Williams (81301)

Danio Chick (81301)

Kirbie Bennett (81301)

Katherine  Barr (81301)

Mariposa Velez, In The Weeds (81428)

Todd Myers (81301)

Amani Lebbon (81303)

Amy Lebbon (81301)

Miyah Chingliak (81303)

Abby Chingliak (81301)

Evan Goodell (80301)

Benjamin Durr (81303)

Hillary Bernhardt (81301)

Sadie Jim (81301)



Brittnie St. Cyr (81301)

Jordann McCartu (81301)

Kathleen Adams (81301)

Deborah Higgs

Jason Davis (81303)

Margaret Cozine (81304)

Danielle Gonzales  (81301)

Mary Kaye Rios (81303)

Debra Marti (81301)

Lauren Bell (81301)

Nicole Feldman (81301)

Joey Feldman (80134)

Ivie Crawford (81301)

Colton Crawford (81301)

Jeannine Campa (81301)

Sarah Garcia (99507)

Cathy Simbeck (81301)

Aiden Church (81301)

Debbie Zimbelman (81303)

Deirdre Hanners (81303)

Madelynn Schreiber (80138)

Daniel Morgenstern (81301)

Katie Barrett (81301)

Melissa May (81301)

Tracy Davis (81301)

Spencer Busick, Fort Lewis College (81301)

Rory Chapman (81301)

Christie Vliss (87410)

Nils Aberg (81301)

Emily Jensen (81122)

Susan A. Croom (81303)

Audrey Atencio (81301)

Judy Brey (81301)

Rebecca Koeppen (81137)



Pat Senecal (81303)

Deb Nielsen, Community Compassion Outreach (81301)

Alyssa Walsh (81301)

Caitlyn Smith (87417)

Lissa Paak (81301)

Gordon Henriksen (81301)

Julia Gillett (81301)

Kelly Miller (81303)

Jim Rivard (81303)

Monica Mcmanus (81301)

Niko Atencio (81301)

Allison Riederer (81301)

Lauren Patterson (81301)

Nancy Brown (81301)

Ann Wheeler (81301)

Stephanie Herbst (81301)

Amadi Holliday (86505)

Christine Manning (81122)

Penny Fisher, BPX Durango (81301)

Karen Lovelien, Agape Durango (81328)

Truett Bailey, In The Weeds (81301)

Kailee Hubertus, Urban Market (81301)

Tina Srachan, Urban Market (81301)

Jacki Strachan (81301)

Nan Braum (81303)

Kylie Cayedito (81301)

Maya Goodson-McCoy (81301)

Judith Elliot (81301)

Alexis Mitchell, Axis Health System (81301)

Kevin Aguilar, Eagles Haunt Productions (81301)

Elizabeth Norton (81301)

Triston Anthony (81301)

Margery Poitras (81303)

Maddie Sanders (81301)



Diana Ford, La Plata County Collaborative Management Program (81301)

Enrique Orozco-Perez, Compañeros (81301)

Susan Koonce (81301)

Marta Snow (03801)

Wendy Pollak (81301)

Tom Miller (81301)

Angela Tabar (81301)

Zane Vagneur (81301)

Carol Tyrrell (81137)

Stephanie Moran (81301)

Bonnie Gollhofer (81301)

Elizabeth Tregillus (81301)

Kathy Hall (81303)

Lynn Gallati (81301)

Nisia Patalan (81301)

Karen Wallace (81301)

Xander Hughes, Four Corners Rainbow Youth Center  (81301)

Shaina Atcitty (81301)

Mia Sando (81301)

Sandra Brooks, LWVLP (81303)

Tomas German-Palacios (81301)

Zoe Kirchner (81301)

Diana Williams (81301)

Elndra Amato, Sleep Inn & MainStay Suites (81303)

Rachel Akey (81301)

Tyler VanGemert (81301)

Karyn Reid (81301)

Georgiann Silverman (81301)

Happy Benayim, Durango La Plata Co Coordinated Council on Homelesness (81301)

Craig Kelly (81301)

Muna Kelly (81301)

Georgene Mills (81301)

Kim Martin (81301)

Patty Cranmer (80107)



Hannah Fallows (81301)

Paula Talley (81303)

Taylor Mcafee (81401)

Susan Hakanson, Durango Adult Education Center / Commons Building (81301)

Sarah Ullrich (81301)

Erin Treat (81301)

Nancy Fisher (81301)

Mary Janis, Manna Board Member (81301)

Tamara Hoier (81301)

Yvonne Tree-Davis (81137)

Julian Springer, Animas High School (81301)

Miki Harder (81303)

Genevieve Travis (81301)

Janet Whitney (81301)

Matt Harper (81301)

Laurel Schrang (81303)

Madeline Miraglia (81301)

Sarah Sánchez Armstrong, 9R Teacher (81303)

Julie Conrad (81303)

Elaine Severson (81301)

Chris Jahrling (81301)

Jean Lyle (81303)

Rose Hinds (81301)

Treyton Harrison (81301)

Emily Rodman (81301)

Jodi Underwood, La Plata SURJ (81122)

Ira Chambers (81301)

Lila Scherer-Sickler (81301)

Drew Findley (81301)

Douglas Tooley (81435)

Phillip Haas (81301)

Stacy Reuille-Dupont (81301)

Rachel Turiel (81301)

Gavin Hauswirth, Fort Lewis College (81302)



Kelly Brown (81301)

Grace Tranum (81301)

Janice Curry, St. Mark's Episcopal Church (81301)

Rachel Boyle (81301)

Katelyn Parks (81301)

Grace Gilbert (81301)

Brandon Lawton (81301)

Sonja Hecker, Mercy Hospital (81301)

Gerald Janis, Manna (81301)

Jon Kuntz (81301)

Madeline Marquardt (81301)

Alyxx Ford (81301)

Donna Robins, The River Church (81301)

Kirby MacLaurin (81301)

Hildreth Cooper (81301)

Jacob Lienhardt, The Lively Daikon (81301)

Kate Sawyer (81301)

Celine Donnelly (81301)

Derek Sawyer (81301)

Leesa Z. Gawlik (81301)

Emily Lohrey (81137)

Jolleen Myers, St. Columba Church (81301)

Beth Lambetson (81301)

Jeannie Nadel (81301)

Linda Barnes (81301)

Al Curry, St. Mark's Episcopal Church (81301)

Shelley Gundrey (81301)

MaryAlice Hearn (81301)

Lindsey Crittenden (81301)

James Crittenden (81301)

Holly Hatch (81301)

Sarah Tober, Tober Ventures (81301)

Terry McLaughlin (81301)

Maureen Neal, St. Mark's Church (81507)



James Koenigsfeld (81301)

Fred Boshardt, Agape Durango (81328)

Chuck Hoover (81301)

David Jaffe (81301)

Bonnie Thornbladh (81301)

Lisa Owens (81303)

Sarah Kelly (81301)

Elle Carpenter-Hockett (81301)

Casey Hockett, Hockett Films (81301)

Judy Brey (81301)

Rollie & Richard Butler (81301)

Sharon Orr (81326)

Mary O’Donnell (81301)

Mary Ocken (81301)

Victoria Robinson (81301)

Sara Salisbury (81301)

Kristen Schoradt (81301)

Robert Bates-Roshchin (81301)

Susan Ristow MD (81301)

Susan Clausen (81301)

Eryn Bordes (81301)

Riese Rose (81301)

Bob Kuhnert (81301)

Ron Margolis (81302)

James Tolson (81122)

Scott Kuster (81122)

Paul Roithmayr (81303)

Catherine Larkins (81122)


